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Subject: Deforestation and illegal logging of Romania’s primary forests  
 

 

Dear Commissioners,  

 

we, the undersigned Members of the European Parliament, are addressing you to express our 

deep concerns about massive violations of the protection of Natura 2000 areas, primary and 

ancient forests and UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Romania. 

 

In Romania, deforestation caused by illegal logging is continuing on an alarming scale. It 

threatens the last and irreplaceable primary forests in the EU, which are more crucial than 

ever in the fight against climate change and for the preservation of biodiversity. According to 

expert estimates, up to two thirds of the EU’s remaining primary forests are located in 
Romania. Largely untouched areas in the Romanian Carpathian Mountains and the Făgăraș 
Mountains have survived until today – a European if not global heritage of invaluable 



ecological value. Some of these forests are also included in the List of World Heritage Sites 

UNESCO.1 

 

Now, ruthless greed and large-scale corruption are seriously endangering these European 

natural treasures and the time for protective measures is running out.  If no immediate action 

is taken, the still existing forests will soon be lost forever. Since the launch of the European 

Commission’s infringement procedure against Romania on 12 February 2020 for failing to 
establish effective measures against illegal logging2, thousands more hectares were 

destroyed. These come in addition to the tens of thousands of hectares that had already been 

illegally cut down in previous decades. Estimates of at least 80 million cubic meters of wood 

lost are most likely too conservative.3 In March 2020 Environment Minister Costel Alexe 

announced that the largest operation of illegal logging had been discovered with 100,000 

cubic meters of wood gone forever.4 The announcement itself came with no surprise but the 

sheer scale testifies to a new, because even more shocking reality. 

 

Those who oppose illegal logging and actively advocate the protection of the forests enshrined 

in law are facing violence, intimidation and defamation. Since 2014, six rangers were killed5 6 

and hundreds of cases of violence against rangers, NGOs and the population have been 

reported. Romania is the only country in the European Union where environmental 

defenders and those who aim to protect the environment are murdered.7 We wish to 

express our deep concern over defamation and slander campaigns against civic actors and 

organisations launched by institutions like Nostra Silva (a controversial federation of 

landowners) and distributed via Romanian television. Lately the Conservation Carpathia (FCC) 

LIFE8 restauration project in the Carpathian Mountains came under heavy attack. We 

strongly condemn any use of violence, disinformation, defamation and threats against 

organisations, NGOs, journalists and the population as well as attempts of intimidation against 

protest.  

 

In accordance with the EU`s 2030 Biodiversity strategy all old-growth forests in the EU are 

under strict protection.9 Green Deal and the EU forest strategy set standards for forest 

preservation and restoration in the EU10. We therefore urge the European Commission to do 

everything in its power to force the Romanian government to end the destruction of these 

forests by illegal logging - and thus to stand by the side of those who are fighting on the 

                                                 
1 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1133/ 
2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/INF_20_202 
3 https://www.agentgreen.ro/scrisoare-deschisa-adresata-presedintelui-romaniei-cu-privire-la-inventarul-

forestier-national-si-nivelul-exploatarilor-forestiere-ilegale/ 
4 https://www.romaniajournal.ro/society-people/prosecutors-notified-over-the-largest-illegal-logging-case-in-

romania/ 
5 https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?354714/Romania-Second-Forest-Ranger 
6 https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/environmental-activists/defending-tomorrow/ 
7 https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/environmental-activists/defending-tomorrow/ 
8https://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=43

05 
9 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a3c806a6-9ab3-11ea-9d2d-

01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF 
10 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/forests 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/INF_20_202


ground, sometimes at the risk of their lives, to save our common natural heritage and to 

defend the respect of European laws and regulations. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Alviina Alametsä, The Greens/EFA, Finland 

François Alfonsi, The Greens/EFA, France 

Attila Ara-Kovács, S&D, Hungary 

Maria Arena, S&D, Belgium 

Margrete Auken, The Greens/EFA, Denmark 

Petras Auštrevičius, Renew, Lithuania 

Marek Balt, S&D, Poland 

Benoît Biteau, The Greens/EFA, France 

Michael Bloss, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Manuel Bompard, GUE/NGL, France 

Vlad Botoș, Renew, Romania 

Saskia Bricmont, The Greens/EFA, Belgium 

Milan Brglez, S&D, Slovenia 

Martin Buschmann, NI, Germany 

Anna Cavazzini, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Leila Chaibi, GUE/NGL, France 

Damien Carême, The Greens/EFA, France 

Olivier Chastel, Renew, Belgium 

Antoni Comín, NI, Spain 

David Cormand, The Greens/EFA, France 



Ignazio Corrao, NI, Italy 

Ciarán Cuffe, The Greens/EFA, Ireland 

Rosa D’Amato, NI, Italy 

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, The Greens/EFA, France 

Karima Delli, The Greens/EFA, France 

Pascal Durand, Renew, France 

Eleonora Evi, NI, Italy 

Tanja Fajon, S&D, Slovenia 

Laurence Farreng, Renew, France 

Romeo Franz, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Alexandra Geese, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Sven Giegold, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Róża Gräfin von Thun und Hohenstein, EPP, Poland 

Markéta Gregorová, The Greens/EFA, Czech Republic 

Claude Gruffat, The Greens/EFA, France 

Francisco Guerreiro, The Greens/EFA, Spain 

José Gusmão, GUE/NGL, Portugal 

Henrike Hahn, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Martin Häusling, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Martin Hojsík, Renew, Slovakia 

Pär Holmgren, The Greens/EFA, Sweden 

Yannick Jadot, The Greens/EFA, France 

Irena Joveva, Renew, Slovenia 

Radan Kanev, EPP, Bulgaria 

Dietmar Köster, S&D, Germany 



Łukasz Kohut, S&D, Poland 

Kateřina Konečná, GUE/NGL, Czech Republic 

Aurore Lalucq, S&D, France 

Philippe Lamberts, The Greens/EFA, Belgium 

Katrin Langensiepen, The Greens/EFA, Germany  

Marisa Matias, GUE/NGL, Portugal 

Karen Melchior, Renew, Denmark 

Tilly Metz, The Greens/EFA, Luxembourg 

Victor Negrescu, S&D, Romania 

Niklas Nienaß, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Ville Niinistö, The Greens/EFA, Finland 

Maria Noichl, S&D, Germany 

Grace O’Sullivan, The Greens/EFA, Ireland 

Jutta Paulus, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Mikuláš Peksa, The Greens/EFA, Czech Republic 

Kira Peter-Hansen, The Greens/EFA, Denmark 

Manu Pineda, GUE/NGL, Spain 

Sira Rego, GUE/NGL, Spain 

Terry Reintke, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Manuela Ripa, The Greens/EFA, Germany 

Michèle Rivasi, The Greens/EFA, France 

Caroline Roose, The Greens/EFA, France 

Mounir Satouri, The Greens/EFA, France 

Helmut Scholz, GUE/NGL, Germany 

Michal Šimečka, Renew, Slovakia 



Ivan Vilibor Sinčić, NI, Croatia 

Sylwia Spurek, The Greens/EFA, Poland 

Nicolae Ştefănuţă, Renew, Romania 

Ramona Strugariu, Renew, Romania 

Marie Toussaint, The Greens/EFA, France 

Ernest Urtasun, The Greens/EFA, Spain 

Monika Vana, The Greens/EFA, Austria 

Nikolaj Villumsen, GUE/NGL, Denmark 

Thomas Waitz, The Greens/EFA, Austria 

Sarah Wiener, The Greens/EFA, Austria 

Michal Wiezik, EPP, Slovakia 

Salima Yenbou, The Greens/EFA, France 

 


